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December 13, 2016 

Dear Representative, 

The Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) of Switzer Elementary has concerns relating to how 

our schools are funded.  Our school is a part of Utica Community Schools, the second 

largest district in the state of Michigan.  Because of the existing funding laws currently in 

place, our district has been unjustly forced into excessive annual budget reductions and has 

responded by cutting costs significantly each year. .  Unfortunately, the cost cuts have 

reached the point where with the staffing cuts (and classroom size increases) and programs 

being cut, we are concerned that our children will be unable to maintain the level of success 

that our district has been accustom to with graduation and attendance rates well above the 

state average.   

Our PTO mission statement states that we are to fundraise in order to provide financial 

support of organized activities, programs, events and improvements that enhance our 

students’ educational experience.  While we have felt the parental community’s support 

with a very successful fundraiser this year, we can’t determine what will happen in years to 

come without such involvement.  Although our PTO cannot help to offset the staffing cuts, , 

we feel that additional financial pressure has been misplaced onto us to support valuable 

learning tools and programs that the district had previously supported and that our 

children found very helpful in their educational experience.  As the financial impact 

worsens, we also fear that the PTO will need to accept even more of the burden of the 

funding shortfall, which could lead to major disparities among the different schools as those 

schools in more affluent communities continue to fund these programs and tools and those 

schools in less affluent areas cannot. While we have not yet experienced the full impact of 

the continued decreased state funding, we fear that the time is quickly approaching if the 

funding is not restored.    
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We strongly urge you to bring fairness to the funding of our district, so that our students 

can continue to advance. 

Thank you for your time and consideration, 
 
Gloria Haddad, President 
Cathy Gott, Vice President 
Ralph Perry, Treasurer 
Brandy Marsh, Financial Controller 
Tiffany McGinnis, Secretary 


