
Parents of Stevenson High School Band Students 
In care of: Michael & Janet Austerman 

2804 Arrowwood Ct. 
Sterling Heights, MI 48314 

 
Dear Legislator: 

We the undersigned, parents of students that attend Utica Community Schools (UCS), are writing today 

to encourage action that would help secure the financial future of UCS and ensure our students continue to 

have access to a well-rounded, quality education in one of Michigan’s top achieving school districts. 

Our students have grown up in UCS, Michigan’s second largest public school district, since the mid-

2000s; Every year we have witnessed an increasing number of cuts that have negatively affected our children’s 

education, both financially and logistically. From increased numbers of students in each classroom to excellent 

teachers and support staff being forced to leave the district along with increased out of pocket costs for families, 

we are alarmed to know that UCS continues to be on the short end of the stick when it comes to the school 

funding model currently being applied by Lansing to our district. 

The UCS School Board has communicated that without prompt action, future cuts are imminent; Cuts 

that will go much deeper and compromise the high standards we demand from our school district. This is 

unacceptable to us and frightens us when considering not only our schools but the attractiveness of community 

where we live.  

Our band students are consistently among the highest performers at Stevenson High School and our 

feeder schools. This is because of their involvement in the highly successful music program at Stevenson.  In 

recent years, parents, through an active booster organization, have been required to pay more every year to 

continue music education as UCS has cut budgets to the point that the district no longer pays for sheet music 

(imagine another class where the school district doesn’t provide learning materials!).  We feel that the 

opportunity for arts related instruction in our schools remains an essential part of a successful education and 

provides students for greater opportunities in the next step in their learning, either through college, trade 

school, or the military.  

 We appreciate you taking the time to read our concerns and strongly encourage you to be part of a 

legislative solution that keeps UCS, its students and employees, and our communities among Michigan’s very 

best. Investing in our children has to be priority to keep Michigan moving forward. 

Thank you, 


