
To All Representatives/Senate members serving Utica Community Schools, 
  
I understand there are financial issues in the State of Michigan and we cannot spend as much as we 
would like to on any program, including education.  However, education is without a doubt one of the 
most important programs we can invest in, with consequences (both good and bad) that reverberate 
throughout the community. Without a solid education base, communities start to crumble, businesses 
leave, jobs dry up .. so it is absolutely critical to educate our children properly.  As you are well aware, 
Utica Community Schools (UCS) has a long history of efficient management of its money, with high 
standards yielding successful, productive students; as well as graduation rates among the highest in the 
state. 
  
The funding for Utica Community Schools has not kept pace with even the meager cost of 
living.  Although we are managing, the District has cut numerous positions and used up much of its “rainy 
day funds”.  The next step is cutting specialized programs and advance placement classes – this will 
absolutely affect every household in our District as these are among the top reasons families choose 
UCS, building homes in this area and planting roots.  
  
I believe that long-term, the funding mechanism needs to be replaced/revised but in the meantime, for the 
next few years, a band-aid fix to the distribution equation needs to happen to give UCS the financial 
support that other districts are receiving and that we most certainly deserve.  Obviously, we want the 
entire State to be successful so all I am requesting is a fair approach to distributing funds, that doesn’t 
hold any district “in the middle” down to a sub-par level.  
  
I appreciate your time in reading my e-mail.  I hope that you are working to be part of the solution. I look 
forward to a thoughtful response from many of you. 
  
Thank you. 
  
Julie Rayis 


