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What’s the cost of educating a child?
I am truly honored to serve as your Superintendent. Over recent months, many of you have asked 
about the financial challenges Utica Community Schools continues to face. In Utica Community 
Schools, we have always made the tough decisions to live within our means. The district has a proud 
history of receiving positive annual audits from Plante Moran, one of the most reputable independent 
auditing firms in the country. Yet several factors beyond our control are contributing to a worsening 
financial picture for the district:

• Declining property values in Macomb County as a result of the Great Recession, which have only 
recently begun to rebound

• Declining enrollment due to falling birthrates

• Impact caused by the State of Michigan’s redistribution of per pupil funding

• Increased academic standards which require additional support and services for all students, 
including those with disabilities, students from low-income households and English learners

• Utica Community Schools received a $470 per pupil cut that has not been restored 

1 French, Ron, and Mike Wilkinson. “State Education Proposal Would Add $1.4 Billion to School Budget.” Bridge Michigan. 
The Center for Michigan, 12 July 2016. Web. 30 Aug. 2016.
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And what’s the cost if we don’t?
The true value of a UCS education lasts a lifetime. A UCS education allows  

Utica students to:

• Prepare for college and careers

• Obtain well-paying jobs 

• Develop creative problem-solving and critical thinking 

skills that prepare them to become entrepreneurs, 

innovators and creators of jobs that do not yet exist

• Become well-rounded, responsible citizens and 

passionate contributors to society

• Become lifelong learners who are self-motivated in 

their own educational pursuits

Study Finds that State Funding 
for Kids is Inadequate
A statewide Michigan Education Finance Study released in June found Michigan 

schools are severely underfunded1, making it harder for kids to learn and teachers 

to teach. The study found the base foundation amount and funding formula for 

schools is unequal and harms school districts. This is particularly true in districts 

with students requiring additional learning supports and services to help them 

achieve.

The state is not required to act on these results, but leaders around the state are 

calling for a reevaluation of the way our state funds education. Education funding 

must change in a dramatic way if our children are going to be successful.

UCS teachers, administrators and staff are committed to working hard, despite the 

challenges we face. We are passionate about education and going the extra mile 

for our students. It’s time that we as a community acknowledge that the system 

for funding our schools is broken and needs to be changed. 

I have scheduled two community meetings about this issue. The first is Oct. 19 at 7 
p.m. at the Henry Ford II Performing Arts Center. The second is Nov. 16 at 7 p.m. 
at the Eisenhower Performing Arts Center.

If “UCS” is to continue meaning “success,” the district must keep ahead of our 

growing needs, and we must demand better of our elected officials. We also have 

to realize that more layoffs, closures and cuts will not help us continue the level of 

achievement and success our families demand and deserve. I believe it’s time for 

all of us to get involved. Call your policymakers in Lansing, Washington and locally. 

Tell them it’s time to have a real conversation on the cost of educating our children 

— and the cost if we don’t.
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