
Each year, my attention is drawn to two different kinds of stories that 

appear regarding school budgets.  
 

 

The first series of articles talks about record levels of funding for education 

at the state level.  

 

The second series of articles are from local school districts about severe 

cuts they need to make to balance their budget.  

 

If we are funding school districts at record levels, I do not understand why 

so many school districts are struggling.  My district - Utica Community 

Schools – is a high performing, well-managed and fiscally-responsible 

district.  It is a district where my wife and I chose to buy a home and raise 

our family, in large part because of its strong schools.  

 

Education is critical.  It’s critical to me as a parent, as a taxpayer who has 

invested in our community, as a Leadership Macomb board member, and 

as a retired service member who wants to protect one of our fundamental 

rights in our democracy – a strong public education system.  

 

So I began to ask questions about why there is such a disconnect between 

announced funding for schools and actual funding received by my local 

district.  

 

The answer surprised me.  It really drills down to a single point:  

 

Many of our school districts are being starved by the redistribution of school 

funding throughout the State of Michigan.  

 

Recently, lawmakers applied a 2X formula to establish the foundation 

allowance per pupil.  On the surface the purpose is noble… to narrow the 

gap between higher funded school districts and those towards the bottom 

of the scale.  

 



The result, however, is that a new set of funding inequalities are being 

created by starving districts in the middle and pushing them toward 

financial distress.  

 

Over the past ten years, Utica Community Schools’ foundation allowance 

has increased only $60 per pupil, or an average of $6 per year!  The binders 

I buy my daughters for their classes cost more than that.  

 

We need to collectively take an interest in the issue and advocate for 

change with our state lawmakers.  They should never support a formula 

that is redirecting resources away from our kids.  

 

This isn’t a debate about higher taxes or salaries or public vs. private vs. 

charter schools.  

 

This is simply about making sure all students are getting a fair share and 

our kids are getting the future they deserve.  
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