
 

 

 
To Whom It May Concern: 

 

Like many other parents we have spoken to, our families chose to move into an area that 

encompassed the Utica Community School District.  All the data we had looked at showed that UCS was 

one of the best school districts in the area.  When we spoke to people who lived in Utica, they echoed the 

same message.  From Nursery school and beyond, we have not been disappointed.  The Teachers are 

awesome and committed to our students learning.   

Every year we hear about the budget cuts that the administration has to make in order to balance 

the school district’s budget.  Some we see, some we don’t.  We have come to expect supply lists with 

items that the school does not provide for the classrooms.  While we are used to the standard pencils, 

crayons, etc., we were quite surprised by some of the latest requests for items like white paper and band 

aids. 

This year’s cuts have been more noticeable than in past year because they have involved class 

size.  While as a whole, our school’s numbers only dropped about 20 students, 3 classrooms were cut.  

The number of classrooms with over 30 students has tripled and many more are near 30 students per 

class.  We find this quite unacceptable.  We know if a classroom is over a certain number of students, the 

teacher is able to get a classroom aide, but the aide is not available for the full day of school.   

Our parents (The current students’ grandparents) had warned that Proposal A was not a good way 

for the State of Michigan’s schools to be funded even before it was passed.  Now, over 20 years later, my 

children are being affected by Proposal A, just as grandma and grandpa had predicted.  

Proposal A was not meant to be a long term solution to funding school districts.  How could it be?  

The maximum funding allowance was set over 20 years ago in 1994 based on the property values at that 

time.  A lot can change in 20 years with the movements of the population.  Over 20 years ago, a large 

portion of the UCS district was still farm land, which had a lower property tax value than today. 

With Proposal A, the funding of school districts has moved from a local level to a state level.  

The State, in my mind, has unfairly decided who gets what.  Minimum Foundation Districts funds have 

increased quicker than UCS and Utica has not seen the inflationary increases it should have as prescribed 

by Proposal A.    

The State has further handcuffed the UCS district (and surely many others) by taking away school 

districts ability to raise additional funds for their operating expenses.  Our infuriation level increased 

when I learned that some funds are redirected to Private Schools and Community Colleges.  These places 

have the ability to raise their tuition if needed for their operating expenses.  Public schools cannot!  If the 

State is going to have control over funding and expect the districts to keep a balanced budget, they need to 

allow school districts to raise money to fund their operating expenses.   

Everyone always says that the kids are our future.  It’s time to wake up and start acting like they 

are.  Our children deserve better than this. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

The Schuchard Volunteer Organization 

 

Corey Olszewski   Cresta Bock  Kim Herdell  Katrina Whetsel     


