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To Whom It May Concern, 
 
Hello, my name is Bethany Hohner and I am a Utica Community Schools parent, as well 
as the president of our local elementary school’s PTO, Parent Teacher Organization. I 
am writing to bring to your immediate attention that there is a funding crisis currently 
within our school district. 
 
Due to declining enrollment, our school district is being faced with extreme economic 
hardships based on the per pupil funding allocations set forth from Proposal A in 1994. 
Without consideration of the current cost of living and/or inflation rates, our school 
community is among 92 other districts who are slightly above the minimum level and 
below the maximum level of per pupil foundation allowance. This is simply unacceptable 
as we are only receiving $7,511 per pupil compared with the highest foundation level of 
$15,616 per pupil. 
  
Not only as a parent within the district, but also as the President of Burr Elementary 
PTO, I have experienced firsthand the negative implications this Proposal has made on 
our children’s schooling. One of the primary roles of our PTO is helping to offsetting the 
school’s limited budget for school supplies, extracurricular activities and general 
resources. 
 
While our district has previously succeeded in providing the highest quality of education 
to our children for several years, I am concerned and will be committed to ensuring 
these high level of academic standards are met despite the decline in funds. I 
encourage you to revisit the specifics of Proposal A and the said ramifications it has 
created for our district. There must be a better way and/or calculation for determining 
the per pupil foundation allowance for each Michigan school district that also 
incorporates the current cost of living, declining birth rates and overall inflation.  
 
I appreciate the work you do for our state and for the children of Michigan. However, I 
feel there is much more to be done to ensure that our children maintain the highest 
standards of education.  
 
Respectfully, 
Bethany Hohner 


